\ 22 BETTER BALLOT
Eum SACRAMENTO

May 19, 2025
Open Letter to Sacramento City Council about Ranked Choice Voting

Dear Mayor McCarty and Members of the Sacramento City Council,

We are writing to urge you to consider improving Sacramento's local elections
process by asking the voters to adopt Ranked Choice Voting.

We have come together because we deeply value democracy in our local
governance. We value robust voter participation in the election of City Council
members, equitable representation of all members of our community, and
empowering candidates to appeal broadly to voters on the basis of community
priorities with an inclusive and constructive vision for the future. Evidence shows
that Ranked Choice Voting will improve Sacramento's local elections process on
each of these fronts.

Unfortunately, Sacramento's current elections process results in very low levels of

voter participation in most City Council elections, inequitable voter representation,
and structural incentives for candidates to appeal narrowly to their base instead of

broadly to the whole community.

Despite officeholders' best efforts to uphold good governance, these poor outcomes
result from several factors built into Sacramento's current elections process (the
"two-round runoff™):

e Three out of every four races for City Council are decided in the Primary
Election with extremely low voter turnout. (General Election voters are left
out). This tendency has been consistent over the last two decades.



e When a Council race does go to a runoff, the current process requires each
candidate to run an entire second campaign, requiring extreme levels of
fundraising and often resulting in negative attack ads. Runoffs also require
Sacramento to administer two elections, which is an unnecessary expense of
taxpayer dollars when Ranked Choice Voting can produce a majority winner
in a single election.

Ranked Choice Voting could solve these problems and revitalize Sacramento's
local democracy. With Ranked Choice Voting, Sacramento could move all City
Council races to the General Election, where more people vote and diverse voices
can be heard. This simple upgrade would also improve the efficiency of election
administration by electing a majority winner in a single election instead of two.

Evidence from communities that have been using Ranked Choice Voting shows it
encourages positive campaigning, increased voter engagement, higher voter
turnout, and high levels of voter satisfaction. This evidence is substantial, gathered
from more than 500 elections (with over 20 million ballots cast) using Ranked
Choice Voting.

Sacramento could replace our "two-round runoff" with Ranked Choice Voting by
asking the voters to approve a ballot measure making the necessary charter
amendment, as many other cities have already done.

We urge you to start a process of developing a ballot measure for the 2026 General
Election, asking the voters whether to approve adopting Ranked Choice Voting for
City Council elections going forward. We encourage you to move swiftly on this
matter now. Doing so will afford Sacramento's voters an opportunity to weigh-in
on whether to adopt Ranked Choice Voting in 2026.

Thank you for your leadership in support of our local democracy.
Sincerely,

(Letter signers listed on the following pages. Organizations are listed with letter signers
for identification purposes only).



Paula Lee, League of Women Voters
of Sacramento County

Andrés Ramos, Chair, Democratic
Party of Sacramento County

Veria Johnson, President, Black
American Political Association of
California (BAPAC), Sacramento
Chapter

Sandra Hazel, President, Women
Democrats of Sacramento County

Jose Navarro, Trustee, Sacramento
City Unified School District Board

Taylor Kayatta, Trustee, Sacramento
City Unified School District Board

Faye Wilson Kennedy, Lead
Organizer, Poor People’s Campaign
Sacramento

Carol Nyman, Indivisible
Sacramento

Zachary Kasow, Better Ballot
Sacramento

Mario Guerrero, President,
Stonewall Democrats of Greater
Sacramento

Steve Cohn, former Sacramento City
Council Member

Dee Olivarez, Vice President,
Stonewall Democrats of Greater
Sacramento

Manuel Buenrostro, Vice Chair,
Sacramento Community Police
Review Commission

Michael Lee-Chang, Assembly
District 66 Delegate, California
Democratic Party

Josh Rosa, Adjunct Professor of
Collaborative Governance,
Sacramento State University

Carol McKee Marque, Board
Member and Climate Chair, League
of Women Voters of Sacramento
County

Shirley Toy, Democratic Party of
Sacramento County Central

Committee, Wellstone Progressive
Democratic Club Executive Board

Harrison Linder, Forward Party of
California, Sacramento Chapter

Claudia Bow, Gardenland-Northgate
Neighborhood Association



Ric Barreto, John F. Kennedy
Democratic Club of Sacramento

Vicki Ibarra, Indivisible Don’t Go
Gently

Eileen Heaser, League of Women
Voters of Sacramento County

Cynthia Otero, Indivisible
Sacramento

Silvia Rodriguez, President, Hornets
Policy & Politics Alumni

Erin Laine, League of Women Voters
of Sacramento County

Annette Emery, Gardenland-
Northgate Neighborhood Association

Magali Kincaid, Wellstone
Progressive Democrats of Sacramento

Diana Cassady, Third Act:
Sacramento

Claudia Bonsignore, League of
Women Voters of Sacramento County

Laurie Litman, Third Act:
Sacramento

Nanc Oliver, Sacramento Indivisible

Patricia Pavone, League of Women
Voters of Sacramento County

Regina Gandour-Edwards, League
of Women Voters of Sacramento
County

Marjorie Patzer, League of Women
Voters of Sacramento County

Rhonda Rios Kravitz, League of
Women Voters of Sacramento County

Glayol Sahba, Third Act: Sacramento

Katherine Keeney, Third Act:
Sacramento

Lisa Phenix, Environmental Council
of Sacramento (ECOS), Sacramento
Area Bicycle Advocates (SABA),
Save the American River Association
(SARA)

Laurel Hollis, League of Women
Voters of Sacramento County

David Mandel, Democratic Party of
Sacramento County Central
Committee, Wellstone Progressive
Democratic Club

Joyce Rietz, League of Women
Voters of Sacramento County



Elizabeth Moreno, Forward Party of
California, Sacramento Chapter

Patricia Chadwick, Third Act:
Sacramento

Patricia Singer, League of Women
Voters of Sacramento County

Bernadette Lynch, League of
Women Voters of Sacramento County

Donna Paul, League of Women
Voters of Sacramento County

Karen Cristello, Indivisible
Sacramento

Francesca Reitano, Indivisible
Sacramento, Trees4Sacramento,

Elmhurst Neighborhood Association

Laura Leonelli, Indivisible
Sacramento

Ruth LeBlanc, League of Women
Voters of Sacramento County

Maria Pinto, The Resilient Activist,
Third Act: Sacramento

Troy Wilkinson, Strong Sactown

Dave Kadlecek, Better Ballot
Sacramento

Sally Regan, Indivisible Sacramento

Trudi Gardner, League of Women
Voters of Sacramento County

Kaitlin Walker, Indivisible
Sacramento

Jeffrey Horn, Better Ballot
Sacramento

Dan Melzer, Indivisible Sacramento
Samuel Wharton

Maya Wallace

David Weil

Stewart Thompson

Madeline Noell

Emily Mills Ko

Sarah Leake

LeAnn Acosta

Leila Randall



Gloria Diaz

Tyler Lawton
Augustin Haffner
Adrianna Lucero
Francisco Sanchez
Molly Roy

Earl Withycombe
Nancy Castignetti
Betsy Reifsnider
Lalena Daigneault-Mestre
Jill Shallenberger
Cary Hart
Frances Lessman
Kristin Frame
Diana Monteith
Denise Hogan

Kristin Gast

Tonya Zuniga
Michael Donelski
Sandra Williams
Donald Nikkel
Susie Henessy
Anne Chism
Cosmo Garvin
Christopher Tan
Jacklyn Rockwell
Lilli Duval

Dawn Basciano
Jay Rudin

Noa Mills
Candace McMurphy
Joe Slater

Gina Hervey

Rachel Ortega



Juliana Trawick
Joseph Wraithwall
Sandeep Singh
Ryan Foster
Jennifer Shively
Julia Eskew

Trent Eskew

Lisa Musilli Johnson
Reina Ortega
Brenda Main
Dana Schwartz
Tamiko Heim
Susan O’Connell
Lynne Goldsmith
Kimberly Bushard
Judy Gion

Mark Dempsey

Rebecca Payne
Faedeh Kioumehr
Anne Stausboll
Kristin Riggs
Michaelynn Ryan
Amy Cooper
Robert Meagher
Audrey Bazos
Francis Hellwig
Betsy Gartfield
Taylor Scheinuk
Amy Orozco
Francisco Sanchez
Gloria Diaz
Edward Hennessy
Rebecca Santos

Francesca Wander



The following organizations have joined the Better Ballot Sacramento coalition to
support Ranked Choice Voting for the City of Sacramento’s local elections to City Council.
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